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What is Free (Libre) Software?
“Free software” means software that respects users' freedom and community. Roughly, it means
that the users have the freedom to run, copy, distribute, study, change and improve the
software.

A program is free software if the program's users have the four essential freedoms: [1]

The freedom to run the program as you wish, for any purpose (freedom 0).

The freedom to study how the program works, and change it so it does your computing as you 
wish (freedom 1). Access to the source code is a precondition for this. 

The freedom to redistribute copies so you can help others (freedom 2). 

The freedom to distribute copies of your modified versions to others (freedom 3). By doing this 
you can give the whole community a chance to benefit from your changes. Access to the source 
code is a precondition for this. 

Source: https://www.gnu.org/philosophy/free-sw.html

https://www.gnu.org/philosophy/free-sw.html#f1
https://www.gnu.org/philosophy/free-sw.html


What is Open Source Software?
Open source doesn't just mean access to the source code. The distribution terms of open-source software must comply 
with the following criteria:

1. Free Redistribution

2. Source Code

3. Derived Works

4. Integrity of The Author's Source Code

5. No Discrimination Against Persons or Groups

6. No Discrimination Against Fields of Endeavor

7. Distribution of License

8. License Must Not Be Specific to a Product

9. License Must Not Restrict Other Software

10. License Must Be Technology-Neutral

Source: https://opensource.org/docs/osd

https://opensource.org/docs/osd


Before you start

Source: 
https://rubygarage.org/blog/how-
contribute-to-open-source-projects

https://rubygarage.org/blog/how-contribute-to-open-source-projects


Ways to contribute to open source projects

Source: 
https://rubygarage.org/blog/how-
contribute-to-open-source-projects

https://rubygarage.org/blog/how-contribute-to-open-source-projects
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